Diary of Round the World Cruise on Oriana

By Brenda and Margaret

Set off on Friday 7th January (Temp 10(C). from Knutsford Services at 9.15am where we joined Eavesway Travel Coach. Sad at leaving family and friends,  but excited at seeing “Oriana” and  meeting our fellow passengers for the next 80 days.

Smooth Coach journey down arriving in Southampton at 14.15pm, delayed while we boarded, but remained seated on coach.    Boarded at 15.30pm.  

Left Southampton at 6.15pm with all the trimmings, Brass Band playing, streamers, and Champagne, a wonderful feeling of euphoria and of wonderful things to come.   Dinner first sitting @ 6.30pm in Oriental Restaurant, Table 52.   Afterwards had our champagne in cabin, lit by candlelight very romantic. 

Saturday.8th January (Temp. 10(C).   Hit by severe gale force 11 between 0300 and 0400 heavy swell, the ships creaks and moans like an old tub, sleep and rest are impossible – ship rolling all the time.   Looks like we will have to miss Azores as Oriana has had to be slowed down.   Ship clocks to go back one hour tonight.  Lovely cabaret show in theatre in evening.

Sunday, 9th January     (Temp. 14(C).    The storm is even worse.   Hard to walk, not allowed on decks for safety reasons.   A great many people are sick, luckily the four of us are OK and settling down to life on “Oriana”. Lovely song and dance show in evening.   Afterwards went to Ball Dancing.    Formal night - all dressed up and photographed.    Makes us all feel good, making the most of our time on Oriana amid surroundings and comfort of this wonderful ship.

Monday 10th January  (Temp. 17(C) A better day windy but sunny.   Able to get out on deck.    So fresh after being inside, Lovely to explore the outside of “Oriana”.    Went to Spa, Jacuzzi and Sauna.   Brenda booked a Body Measurement and Metabolism check for Thursday.   Went to Cinema after lunch.   Still choppy so sunbathing out of the question.    Lovely dinners every night.   Had a walk on Promenade deck.    Another cabaret show in evening.    Clocks went back again during night.

Tuesday 11th January   (Temp. 19(C). Invitation to Captains Lunch for tomorrow.   Weather settled but still breezy though sunny.   Lazy day,  House full for Marilyn Monroe lecture so promenaded and sat around Sun Deck, reading and snoozing.    Another fantastic cabaret show after dinner on “Red Hot and Fosse”.   We have met some very mice people on board and spend our on deck time nattering with them and enjoying their company.    We have two very elegant ladies on our dinner table, both have lived in South Africa for many years, but now reside in the south of England.   They enhance our table each evening with their company and chatter.

Wednesday, 12th January    (Temp. 22(C).    Breakfast on deck.   Lovely weather.    At 11.00 am Captain announced an Emergency to Crew.   We had lost all power and electrics.   Becalmed in lovely still and sunlit sea.    No lights except emergency lighting, no water.   No food could be cooked but we had drinks and a barbecue on deck.    Crisis over by 2.45pm.    Our lunch with Captain postponed until Friday.   After dinner (free wine with meal because of emergency) we went to theatre to see Pam Ayres but air conditioning still faulty so very hot.   We went on deck until 10.00pm.   One drink in Crow’s Nest, air conditioning back on before bedtime.   The comfort and atmosphere on “Oriana” is excellent, the surroundings and ambience make us all feel very rich indeed.

Thursday, 13th January     (Temp. 25(C).   Another breakfast on deck.   Sunbathed and went into Jacuzzi on deck, while Ian went in Swimming Pool.   Lunch also in open air on deck.   I went for B.M.R. assessment.   Read in afternoon, then did a mile on promenade deck.   After dinner went to Cinema to see “Cold Mountain” with Nicole Kidman.    The food and service is of such a high standard that we will all end up like The Roly-Polies.

Friday, 14th January   (Temp. 27(C).   Breakfast at Al Fresco.   Walked 1 mile around Promenade Deck.   Ian did 30 minutes in Gym on Treadmill.   Sunbathed and read until time for drinks reception @ 12 noon and luncheon with Captain and Crew at 12.30pm.   Drinks, wine with meal and port with coffee sent me back to cabin for sleep until 5.30pm.   Revived enough for another walk to light dinner at Al Fresco.   Went to Cinema at 8.00pm to see “De-Loverly” about Cole Porter.   Clocks back again tonight. 

Saturday, 15th January     (Temp. 29(C).   Arrived at Barbados at 1.00pm.   Weather hot and sunny. Trip around Island on coach – very pleasant.   Lovely views and very ramshackle houses.   Went out again after dinner for walk.   Margaret and Geoff  went to Catholic Cathedral by taxi and then on to beautiful beach.   Margaret’s family saw us arrive in Barbados by WEBCAM and enjoyed the wonderful view of “Oriana” docking and us waving to them

Sunday 16th January – (Temp. 30(C.)   At sea.   Constant lovely sunshine – Swim, sunbathe, read in shade.   Yet more lovely food and drinks.    Listened to Piano Recital in evening.   Promenade around deck to see stars, drink and bed.

Monday, 17th January – (Temp. 28(C).   Visit to Curacao – lovely sunshine.   Interesting coloured houses – Dutch West Indies – walked around Williamstad, with Margaret and Geoff.   Left at 6pm.   Some people on last minute to accompanying jeers by onlookers.   To theatre in evening to hear Gary Williams sing Sinatra.

Have decided it will be a bit boring for you to hear about each day at sea.    You get the picture by now.     Will run days at sea into one session and concentrate on what happens on shore days.

Tuesday, 18th January.   (Temp. 30(C).    Another wonderful day.   Formal Evening – Wonderful meal – 4th Classical Concert, the pianist is excellent (Victor Billington).   Geoff requested One Enchanted Evening which is their song, it made us feel young and free again.   We held hands and sat in lovely formal wear and enjoyed every moment.

Wednesday, 19th January  – Into Panama Canal – (Temp. 30(C, 86(F).   Up at 6.30am, for 2 mile walk on Promenade Deck.   Panama really exciting.   Far more beautiful and green than expected, with lakes and lush vegetation.   Fantastic procedure through double locks.   The ship pulled in and out by locomotives on each side of dock on tracks, water rose by over 26feet each time, a series of three locks to go in, then widened to a lake passing through tropical jungle, then another set of locks, another lake and finally another set of locks before we passed under American Pacific Highway Bridge into Pacific Ocean.   Whole procedure took six hours.    Traffic on both lanes of canal, all going southwest till lunchtime.   At middle lake, traffic waiting to go north, who must have come north from Pacific in morning.   In further locks all accompanying us south, small yachts, little tugs and big container ships and car ferries.  Hardly left top deck all day.    Saw crocodiles in lake and on riverbank.   A very interesting and exciting day.    Saw full transit on P & O website which family watched from UK.

Thursday, 20th – Friday 21st January – at sea.   (Temps. 26(C and 28(C)

Saturday, 22nd January – Visit to Acapulco.   Saw Cathedral and shops.   Bathed in sea with Margaret and Geoff.   Lunch on Board.   Margaret and Geoff found beach in afternoon, which was very dirty, with local families sat among dirt and rubbish.   Glad to get back on "Oriana”.  Visited shops for Tequila and mixers in evening.   Magic show in theatre.   

Sunday 23rd – Tuesday, 25th January.   Weather still warm, but duller, going colder each day.   Interesting talks in cinema in mornings.   Played bridge in afternoons.   Satellite for Internet either down or very slow.   Piano Recital by Vincent Billington, very good.    Fantastic farewell entertainment for this end of leg to San Francisco.

Wednesday, 26th January .  San Francisco.  (Temp 15(C).    Misty and cold on arrival.  – U.S. Immigration officials on board from 6.30am.   Not too tiresome.   Went ashore at 9.00am.   Toured round city on trolley bus.   After lunch walked out again.   Weather cold and damp.   Saw sea lions, old ships, and went on cable cars.   After dinner went on deck to see us leave under Golden Gate Bridge.   Heavy seas kept us awake during night.

Thursday, 27th January – Sunday, 30th January.  (Temp. 15(C.)     Weather dull, cold.

and damp.   Sea very rough so can’t go on decks.   Played bridge.  Went to Port Presentation of Honolulu.   Drinks reception before dinner.   Weather improving slightly by Saturday.

Sunday, 31st January.  Brenda’s Birthday.    (Temp. 26(C.)   Ian had bought her a watch in Curacao.   Weather warm but cloudy.   Visit to Honolulu.   Went to Foster Botanical Gardens in morning.   Returned by Coral Church and State Buildings.    Lovely clean city, full of squares with fountains.   In afternoon saw tropical fish feeding in Harbour, and went up Aloha Tower to view four outlooks of city.     Had a beer overlooking harbour.   Lovely friendly people.    Margaret and Geoff took local bus to Pearl Harbour and found it very moving and rewarding, seeing the “Arizona” memorial and were really moved by the US loss.  They then went to Waikiki Beach for a swim before returning to “Oriana”.  Went to see “Peter Pan” in evening.

Tuesday, 1st February – Friday, 4th February.   At sea.   (Temp. 18(C to 36(C.    Sunbathing, Reading, Jacuzzi, Bridge and Port Presentations.   Piano Concerts and Cinema visits in evenings.   On Thursday, 3rd February crossed Equator, watched ceremonies on deck at 2.30pm. as Neptune’s team played P & O’s team to gain forward passage cross the seas.  Weather very hot, 85 F at 6am.   Sat on deck until 11.30pm     Margaret fell asleep on deck and thought she died and gone to heaven.   We are now on our way to Pago, Pago.   The terrible weather, which has dogged our trip so far, seems hopefully to have now passed; it’s very warm with heavy clouds and sudden short rainfalls.    

Saturday, 5th February – (Temp. 30(C.)    Lovely day in Pago, Pago.   (American Samoa.)    Lovely people.  Went to Village by sea to see traditional cooking.   Very humid.   Boy climbed for coconuts.   Saw traditional dancing in afternoon.    One of the most beautiful places.   Sea like a warm bath, surrounded by lush vegetation.

Sunday, 6th February – Monday, 7th February.    (Temp 29(C.)   At sea.    Lost Monday as we came over the International Date Line, the day that never was.

Tuesday, 8th February.   Visit to Tonga.  (Nuku Alofa),   (Temp. 29(C.)   Very hot.   Walked around port, saw Royal Palace, Royal Tombs, Roman Catholic Church and bought duty free alcohol.   Bathed in Pool on board when we returned.   Went to Big Band Concert in Crows Nest at 9.30pm.

Wednesday, 9th February – Thursday, 10th February.   At Sea.    (Temp. 22(C, 72(F).  More lazy sunny days.    Played bridge in afternoons.  Went in Jacuzzi at 5.00pm.  Saw French farce in evenings.   Sudden tropical rainfalls came and went.    

Friday, 11th February.  Day in Auckland, New Zealand.    Met Moira, Ian’s cousin at 9.00am.   Went on City Bus Tour around City.   Then into Moira’s car to Davenport over Harbour Bridge.   Climbed to top of a volcanic cone for marvellous views over sea and coastline.   Saw yacht race and had lunch in small café.   Moira then took us back through Auckland to Mission Bay. Moira  left us at Kelly Tarlton’s Underworld Exhibition of Scotts’ Antarctic and Sea life.     Ian took plenty of photos.   Bussed back to Downtown Auckland went up Sky Tower.   Saw two sky jumpers perform and had a drink.   On way back to ship, bought some post cards and a flag for Bob Nelson.   Watched Maori show on board at 6pm.   Margaret and Geoff met Chris, Claire and the children, had a wonderful day with them.   The children, Ashley and Amelia both cried when we had to leave, waved us off in pouring rain.

Saturday, 12th February – Temp 70(F, 20(C.    Chilly and windy.

Sunday, 13th February  - lecture on night sky at 10pm – amazing star lit night.

Monday, 14th February – (Temp. 72(F, 22(C)     landed in Sydney, Australia at 6.30am.   Sidney was spectacular and “Oriana’s berth was in the most wonderful place, we found it breathtaking.   Our entry into Sydney was watched by Mararet’s children at home on the WEBCAM.   We phoned home to our children.   Went into Sydney Opera House.   We wandered in by an unattended exit and met a lovely Australian who said he was the chairman.    He turned out to be the man who mended all the seats in the Auditorian.     He gave us a conducted tour of all the building.    Visited Botanical Gardens and Government House.   After lunch took ferry to Manley Beach.   Walked around shops and bathed in sea.   Water quite cold but sunshine fierce.   After dinner went out again.   Great amount of people milling about, watching street entertainment and everywhere illuminated boats.   Visited Internet café and topped up mobile phone.    Being Valentine’s night, the place was buzzing.    “Oriana” had all flags flying and she was lit up from stem to stern (dressed overall). Very footsore and too tired to go on deck for sail away at midnight      What a wonderful day.

Tuesday, 15th February – At Sea

Wednesday, 16th February – landed in Brisbane at 8.30am.  (Temp. 84(F.)   Lovely city.   Dropped in centre by shuttle bus, walked to South Parklands, over Victoria Bridge.   Through Rain Forest Walk.   Took City Cat for two-hour cruise up and down river.   Lunched by man-made beach and lagoon.   Brenda and Margaret bathed while Ian and Geoff had a beer.   Wandered back to take City Cat back over river and returned to boat by shuttle bus service.   Another wonderful day was had by all.   We love Australia, makes us feel great!

Thursday, 17th February – At Sea.

Friday, 18th February – (Temp. 82(F.)   Landed at Hamilton Island in the Whitsunday Islands.   Trip around island only three to six miles long.   Ship anchored outside and we went in by tender.   It took a long time to transport us and it was 10.45am before we embarked.   Bathed on lovely beach after bus trip, very hot and humid.     Bathed in seawater as warm as bath water.   The most wonderful day ever, miles and miles of beautiful beach and hot sun shine. 

Saturday, 19th February - Wednesday 23rd February.  (Temp. 86(F.)   Weather hot and windy.   A couple of heavy tropical rainfalls.    Played bridge.   Ian not well, seems to have caught a chest virus.   A lot of Aussies on board some nice, some very abrasive.   Met a lovely Australian from the outback.   Could hardly understand him at first, but when he moderated his language, he told us about life in the bush, also about Aussies views on tipping, very useful.   Still walking a mile round the promenade deck before breakfast.   It’s now so hot, the nights are lovely, especially waking around the deck after the shows, dressed up to the nines and feeling wonderful.   We are all so tired and spend most of the days resting and sunbathing.   What a great life - Tuesday, 2nd February (Temp. 84’F) sailed back over the equator.   

Thursday, 24th February – lovely day in East Malaysia (Borneo).   (Temp. 84(F.)    Docked in Kota Kinabalu.   Very cheap shopping in morning.   In afternoon took trip on last train in Borneo.   Saw houses on stilts, water buffalo and egrets.   Lovely beaches.   Two smart beach resorts where Saga have a package holiday.   Saw Mangrove swamps.   A very hot day for touring mades us deadbeat.

Friday, 25th February – Saturday 26th February – Sunbathing and reading.   Bridge in Afternoon.   Saw film “Vanity Fair” one evening, Cabaret in theatre on Saturday.

Sunday, 27th February - Arrived in Hong Kong (Kowloon) at 7am.   Went ashore around 8.45am.   Found a camera shop to put camera memory on CD. Found hairdressers to have a cut and blow for Brenda.   After lunch took Star Ferry to Hong Kong Central Island, climbed to Zoo Gardens, walked back via other squares and gardens.   Weather still dull, but everywhere Chinese sitting around the streets, playing cards.   Fantastic Folkloric Show in evening.   Hong Kong harbour wonderfully lit up in evening.    The Weather was cold and wet.   Far too many people about, being a Sunday made things worse as everyone was shopping or out walking around.

Tuesday, 1st March – Landed in Da Nang, Vietnam.    (Temp. 70(F.)   Very pleasant tour in morning to Hoi An, ancient town untouched by war.   With guide took two-hour walking tour visiting Buddhist Shrine and Pagoda.   Visited ancient Vietnamese/Chinese sea Captain’s house, given drink of tea, visited old bridge, which had survived monsoon floods for thousands of years.  Bought souvenirs, back through countryside past marble carvers and wood carvers.   Visited city of Da Nang in afternoon, full of motor bikes and street vendors.   Again dancers in harbour before boat sailed.    Also duty free sellers on harbour side.     Margaret and Geoff had an excellent day, visiting Cathedral and School, walked along harbour and very pleasant day had by all.

Wednesday, 2nd March – Thursday, 3rd March.      At  Sea.   Lovely sunshine.   Bridge in afternoon Cocktail party before formal dinner.   Guitar recital one evening, theatre another.

Friday, 4th March – Day in Singapore.    (Temp. 91(F.)   Hottest day so far.  City very busy, fast traffic and smart hotels.   Shuttle Bus took us to smart expensive shopping area.   Took taxi to Singapore Zoo.   Best Zoo in the world.   Fantastic display of animals in natural settings.   Took loads of photos.   Taxi back to City at 3pm.   Did some shopping.    Phones not working.   Shuttle Bus service very bad.   Of course Margaret and Geoff had to go to Raffles for a Singapore Sling, which cost an arm and a leg.   £14 for two drinks in the long bar.    Geoff was ejected from the main hotel because he was wearing shorts although he did have his M & S Panama Hat on.   Singapore is so clean and fabulous – very hot and very busy but most enjoyable.   Dancers on dock as we sailed away.

Saturday, 5th March – Landed at Port Kelang.   West Malaysia.  (Temp. 88(F.)   Took tour to Kuala Lumpar with great local guide.   Lovely clean city.   Saw Twin Towers, National Museum, National Monument to dead of 2nd World War, and English Cricket ground.   Lovely buildings and fountains.   Bought shorts and postcards.   A very good day and a very good trip.   Margaret sent Clare and Chris text to New Zealand as they had asked them to vet City for their return trip to New Zealand.  

Sunday, 6th March – Arrived off Phuket, Thailand, at 9pm.   Mobile phone working.   Received text for Mothers Day from John, so phoned him.   Mardi Gras show on deck at 10.30pm 

Monday, 7th March – Transfer to shore by ships tender at 10.30am.  Makeshift landing stage as Tsunami had damaged shoreline.   Tsunami devastation very evident, but beach very clean and lots of facilities up and running.   Walked streets, had beer and coffee, sat under beach umbrella and bathed in warm sea.   Bought fruit and mineral water also bought sundress off  beach vendor.   Back on board about 4pm.   People seem to be coping and getting back to normal as much as possible, worried about lack of visitors to area – no wonder.   

Tuesday, 8th – Wednesday 9th March – At Sea.   Very hot and sunny.    Bridge in afternoon.   Ian had haircut.   Sunbathed after 4.30pm when air had cooled down somewhat.

Thursday, 10th March – Landed in Colombo, Sri Lanka.     (Temp. 88(F.)   Brenda and Ian took trip to see Pinnewala Elephant Orphanage.   Traffic on roads amazing.   Porcupines on road.   Tuk-tuks (small taxis like bond mini cars) are everywhere.   Animals, people, bikes all over the place.   Orphanage in lovely setting, at river falls.   Lots of baby elephants being bathed in falls.   Lovely buffet lunch overlooking the river falls.   Elephant charged down village street causing us all to take shelter in shops, Watched baby elephants being bottle-fed.   Another horrendous journey (2 hours) back to ship.    Little cottage industries lining roads, lovely schoolchildren were waving as we passed.    Margaret and Geoff opted for beach trip to Hotel Beach Resort.   5 star hotel and lunch.   Beach Resort of Negambo on the Indian Ocean.   Very very hot and well worth the visit.   Lovely sea and great swim and wonderful lunch.

Friday, 11th March – Landed in Cochin, India, at 11am.   (Temp. 81(F.)  Cochin even more hectic than Sri Lanka.   People even more persistent sellers and beggars.   Hard to walk in streets.   Visited Jew Town, but synagogue closed.   Saw Chinese fishing nets unchanged in 1000 years and first Portuguese church.   After drink in smart hotel, took Harbour Cruise round islands with lakes and channels, teeming with fish, egrets and fishing boats, people living in shanty dwellings right on edge of sea.

Shocked at the poverty and dirt.   Margaret glad to get back on board.   Shame the India Government  doesn’t put the visa  revenue  to better use.     

Sunday, 13th March – Landed in Mumbai, (Bombay) in India.    (Temp. 88(F.)   Took trip to Buddhist Trail in National Park in hills around Mumbai.   2-hour coach ride through slums of Mumbai.    Squalor and stench unbelievable.   Mountain Nature Park and caves carved out of basalt rocks very impressive.   Climbed considerable way over very treacherous paths.   Mumbai total culture shock, abject poverty and dirt everywhere outside city, primitive shantytowns, though some lovely buildings and hotels in inner city area.   Masses of people everywhere, sleeping in city streets and children begging, barefoot in areas which  looked like bombsites but which were peoples dwelling places.    We found the begging and poverty unbelievable in this day and age.    – Children and babies unclothed and dirty – on the other side, riches beyond reason?     

Monday, 14th March – Friday 18th March   At Sea.   Captains Luncheon for Round the World Travellers, lots of drink.  Slept in afternoon, Land on both sides as we entered the Red Sea from Gulf of Aden.

Saturday, 19th March – (Temp. 77(F.)   Landed in Sharm-el-Sheikh.    Lovely day, weather perfect.   Took taxi to Naa’ma Bay.   Took trip on Glass Bottom Boat.    Amazing fish and Coral Reef.   Drink in beachside bar, looked around shops and people gazed.   An excellent day had by the four of us, very hot.

Sunday 20th March   - Transit through Suez Canal.   Weather very cold first thing but then hot all day but quite cool by evening.   Lots to see during transit.  Desert on one side and soldiers guarding the whole length of canal on other.   Passing forts and ferries, Ismail Riviera, and President’s Palace.    Only one bridge over but several car ferries, with long queues of lorries and petrol carriers.    Reached Port Said at 6pm.    After a long delay, because of tours to Cairo’s late return, we left eventually 3-1/2 hours late.

Monday 21st March  - (Temp. 81(F.)   Last day of hot and sunny weather.

Tuesday, 22nd March – Landed in Piraeus, Greece.   Tour to Athens and visit to Acropolis and Museum and Temples.   Weather dull and cold.   Loads of people.     Must be even busier in summer.   Visited department store and Olympic Stadium and toured around Athens.   After lunch, went out into Piraeus.    Margaret and Geoff took trains and underground to Acropolis.    Found it an excellent way of getting about and very cheap. But very tiring.    An excellent day all round.   Tom O’Connor on in theatre at 8.30pm.   Very entertaining.

Wednesday 23rd – Thursday 24th March    - Cold wind but sunny.   Bridge again.   Went to pictures to see “Taxi – fast action comedy – unbelievable but funny, Ian loved it.    Tom O’Connor had very funny interview performance in morning.   Tom O’Connor was absolutely marvellous and no one wanted to stop his flow of  hilarious stories  (and no smut says Margaret).   Good shows in evenings.   Classical Connections sang songs from shows, and cabaret singer in Pacific Lounge sang Tom Jones/Shirley Bassey numbers - very good.

Friday 25th March – Landed in Barcelona, Spain.    Great but tiring day.   Took City Tourist Bus all around city.   Saw many Gaudi buildings and Royal Palace, now a museum.   Visited Spanish village and Sagrada Familia.   Weather cold and windy, no sun.    Streets filled with visitors as it was Good Friday, also many street living statues and street entertainers.    Must visit Barcelona again.   Plenty of churches for Margaret and Geoff to visit but they were very disappointed as everywhere was closed.

Saturday, 26th – Monday 28th March – last three days at sea.   Ian went to talks and cinema.

Brenda read and played bridge.   Did some packing.   Went in Jacuzzi.    Too cold to sunbathe.

Last formal dinner.    Brenda is quite looking forward to going home.    Singapore was the hottest placed at 91’F.   In 80 days, 50 were hot and sunny and 30 were indifferent or wet and cold.   Margaret dreads going home to washing, gardening, cooking and getting back to normal as we have led a pampered life aboard “Oriana”.
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